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Historical essay	 Víctor San Juan
Discover the Middle Ages through the war at sea: from the barbarian, Muslim and Norman invasions (i.e. the 

Vikings), the Crusades, the first Naval powers (Venice, Genoa, and Aragon) to the Ottoman naval campaign 

during the conquest of Constantinople. 27 large battles in a time of significant historical change: from the 

Roman pax to the feudal era.
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Synopsis
Approach the most important naval battles of the Middle Ages, the barbarian invasions and 
the irruption of new peoples, the Vikings aboard of their Viking Ships, the invasion of Hispan-
ia by the Arabs commanded by Tarik ibn Ziyad, or the Norman conquest of England by Wil-
liam the Conqueror, as well as the Crusades, in which is battles were fought like the conquest 
of Lisbon, or the first takes of Constantinople.

With Brief History of the Naval Battles of the Middle Ages, the reader will get to know 27 large 
battles and naval operations in the medieval times. These battles are exposed in a simple and 
chronological way; thirteen centuries in which the naval operations abounded sometimes for 
theological reasons, sometimes for the desire of wealth, and in other cases due to the search 
for a settlement. The history of the significant change, that occurred with the end of the Em-
pire and the beginning of the feudal era, and its naval implications.

Along with its author, Víctor San Juan who is specialist in nautical subjects, who binds to-
gether historical knowledge, technical knowledge and practical experience, the reader will 
discover all the keys, the development, and the characters who occupied a prominent place 
in these interesting battles. A work that, with a rigorous and entertaining style, will show the 
most important naval conflicts of the Middle Ages. 

Biography
Víctor San Juan is an engineer, writer and navigator. He has previously published 
essays such as Trafalgar, tres armadas en combate (2005). As well as The Naval Battle 
of the Dunes, which was written for the bicentennial of this event and for which he was 
awarded the San Telmo Medal form Fundación Letras de La Mar in 2006. La Holanda 
Comercial contra la España del Siglo de Oro is  recognized with prestige, and La Mari-
na de los Austrias is also considered worthy of worship. Pirates of all time, a complete 
tour of piracy throughout history; Missing Boats, Mystery, Research and Analysis, The 
Titanic and other big wrecks currently in second edition; 22 British naval defeats and 
The Unknown Navy of Jorge Juan.

Sales pitch
-	 Brief History of the Naval Battles of the Middle Ages is an essay that explains the 27 
most important naval battles that took place between the split of the Roman Empire (year 
324) and the discovery of America (1492): the conquest of Lisbon, the taking of Constanti-
nople, the Crusades, the Sluys or La Rochelle. The author recovers large maritime confronta-
tions that modified the naval scenario that Rome had been imposing on the Mare Nostrum.

-	 The work travels through more than a thousand years of history becoming a study 
of the Middle Ages as naval scenario. Thanks to this study on the fleets of vessels and the 
naval tactics the reader will learn how this ended as large naval victories, and how the naval 
power of the different powers turned territorial invasions into authentic military campaigns.

-	 In this work the author reveals some of the most important war issues of all time: 
the antecedents, the development, and consequences of the Crusades, the barbarian inva-
sions, the Viking Viking Ships, etc.

-	 Victor San Juan is a recognized and standing author in naval literature. To his ten 
published works, we have to add collaborations with specialized communication media, as 
the magazine General de la Marina or the nautical supplement of the newspaper El Mundo. 
He also has obtained awards such as the Nostromo of Nautical Literature or the Medal of 
San Telmo of the Foundation Letras del Mar. He has published with great success The Titanic 
and other big wrecks, Jorge Juan’s Unknown Fleet, Strange Naval Events, The profile of the 
Infinite, Brief History of the Invincible Spanish Navy, and Great Unknown Naval Battles.
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