
Synopsis

Reading Brief history of anarchism you will obtain a complete overview  about what has been
the libertarian movement, you will know the most important authors and leaders throughout
history, as well as the different influences that were received from 19th-century illustrated
men, through Nietzsche until the revolutionary syndicalism, its constitution as a Trade Union
and political ideology in the last third of the 19th century until its evolution in the 20th cen-
tury and its projection in the 21st century.

Always associated with chaos and destruction, thanks to this work you will see at the end a
movement that wanted to build a society in which the State did not exist as an organizer of
the society that men and women were able to organize themselves. With a simple but rigo-
rous literary style you will approach their theoretical budgets and their coexistence, of diffi-
cult definition and its practices that have left their mark in the claims by a society less
bureaucratic and controller of individual liberties. 
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Biography

Javier Paniagua is a professor of History of doctrines and policies of social
movements at UNED (National distance education University). He is cu-
rrently director of the "Francisco Tomás y Valiente" UNED in the Centre of Al-
zira-Valencia and Vice-Rector at UNED in Valencia, Albacete and Murcia, he
was also general  manager of University programmes in the Generalitat of
Valencia and Deputy in the Parliament. He is Co-Director of the journal So-
cial History, considered one of the best journals of history in this field in
Spain. 

He has published a chapter in the twentieth volume of the history of Spain by John Lynch
about the last Socialist legislature in Spain, as well as the book The long march towards
anarchy, thought and action in the literary movement. He is editor of UNED Intersciences co-
llection, directed the Dictionary of contemporary Valencian politicians and has been respon-
sible for editing and preliminary study of The Jack London’s iron heel.  

Sales pitch

This work explains in a masterful way, little known subjects as the philosophical roots of anar-
chism that 18th-century illustration and 19th-20th-century scientific theories have influenced
in its development. 

Synthetic and rigorous view of anarchism with comparative examples that allow us to un-
derstand the meaning of historical facts. 

It deals with anarchism in Spain, country where anarchism took hold strongly.

A complete overview of revolutionary unionism, anarchism, libertarian
communism and their leaders: Proudhon, Bakunin, Kropotkin, Malatesta. 
From its origins as a trade union and political ideology in the 19th cen-
tury, its evolution in the 20th century and its projection into the 21st.
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